IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unit 3721 



In re Patent Application of: 
Charles Louis Schmidt V 
Serial No.: 09/412,256 
Filed: October 5, 1999 
Examiner: Sam Tawfik 




I, Ellen Webb, hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the US Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, on the date of my signature. 

Signature 



January 24, 2001 
Date of Signature 



Title: "SEPARATOR FINGER APPARATUS AND 
METHOD" 



Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application. 
The fee has been calculated as shown below. 
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CLAIMS AS AMENDED 




(1) 


(2) 
CLAIMS 
REMAINING 

AFTER 
AMENDMENT 


(3) 


(4) 

HIGHEST NO. 
PREVIOUSLY 
PAID FOR 


(5) 

PRESENT 
EXTRA 


(6) 
RATE 


(7) 

ADDITIONAL 
FEE 




TOTAL 
CLAIMS 


23 


MINUS 


29 


0 


X$18 


0.00 




INDEP. 
CLAIMS 


3 


MINUS 


3 


0 


X$78 


0.00 






TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE 
FOR THIS AMENDMENT — 


0.00 



* If the entry in Column 2 is less than the entry in Column 4, write "0" in Column 5. 

** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, write "20" in this space. 

*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, write "3" in this space. 



No additional fee is required. Charge or credit Deposit Account No. 13-3080 with any shortage 
or overpayment of the above fee. IN NO EVENT CAN THE ISSUE FEE BE CHARGED TO THE 
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Christopher B. Austin 
Reg. No. 41,592 



File No. 19384/9069 
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 
100 East Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 271-6560 



I, Ellen Webb, hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the US Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231, on the date of my signature. 




Signature 
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January 24. 2001 



Date of Signature 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants: Charles L. Schmidt, V 

Serial No.: 09/412,256 

Filed: October 5, 1999 

For: "SEPARATOR FINGER 

APPARATUS AND METHOD" 



Group Art Unit: 3721 
Examiner: Sameh H. Tawfik 
Date: January 24, 2000 
OurRef.: 19384-9069-US001 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C, 20231 



Sir: 

RESPONSE 
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This Response is filed in response to the Office Action dated October 24, 2000 issued 
with respect to the above-referenced application, and is filed within the three month shortened 
statutory period set for response to the Office Action. Accordingly, no extension of time fees or 
petition are required for filing this Response. 



REMARKS 



On pages 2-5 of the Office Action, the previous rejection of claims 1, 2, 4, 6-10, 12, 14- 
20, and 22 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is maintained (see Office Action dated April 25, 2000 issued 
in the present application), and claims 13 and 23 are newly rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a). 
Specifically, claims 1, 2, 4, 6-10, 12-20, 22, and 23 are rejected as being unpatentable over 



